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in the immediate neighbourhood of that city. But there will doubt¬ 
less be an amelioration in this particular, when Canada and the 
United States shall become thickly peopled, and generally cultivated: 
in this latitude, then, like the same parallel in Europe at present, 
snow and ice will become rare phenomena, and the orange, the olive, 
and other vegetables of the same class, now strangers to the soil, will 
become objects of the labour and solicitude of the agriculturist. 

Baltimore, August, 1829. 


Art. VIII. Case of Disease of the Bones successfully treated by the 
Internal Exhibition of Arsenic. By Jons Henderson, M. D. 
President of the Huntingdon County Medical Society. (Published 
by request of the Society.) 

On the 10th of June, 1818, Miss Martha M‘Elheny, aged seventeen 
years, was brought to Huntingdon,.by her friends, in this neighbour¬ 
hood, with a view of obtaining my advice and assistance in a deplo¬ 
rable affection of the bones. On enquiry, I learned that the disease 
was first noticed about eighteen months before, when two tumours 
were observed, of the size of a nutmeg, about the middle of the ra¬ 
dius of the left arm; that these soon ulcerated, and from them nine spi- 
culm of bone were thrown off at different times; and thatothers were 
forming on other parts. For the removal of these tumours, she had 
placed herself under the care of a respectable neighbouring physician, 
who put her under a severe mercurial course, and continued the sali¬ 
vation for near two months; which reduced her so low that, (to use 
her own expression,) “she could not raise her hand,” with no other 
good effect, than that, during the mercurial action, the disease was 
kept at bay. Her debilitated situation precluded any further trial of 
the medicine, and the treatment was abandoned, alter which the dis¬ 
ease resumed its course, and she was left to her fate. As soon af¬ 
terwards as she had regained sufficient strength to bear a ride of a 
few miles, she was brought to me. 

She was then labouring under extreme debility; countenance very 
pallid; dyspnoea and palpitation of the heart, to a distressing degree, 
upon the slightest exertion; constant irritative fever with nightsweats; 
the catamenial discharge had never appeared. Her father and mo¬ 
ther’s family had been remarkably healthy, no scrofulous or other he¬ 
reditary disease had ever appeared in either of them, as far as 
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could be ascertained. Osseous tumefactions, of an oval form about 
the size of a small plum, had been fonned around the second pha¬ 
langes of two of the fingers and thumb of the left hand, as well as on 
three of the right. The fingers appeared as if they had been insert¬ 
ed through the tumours, (which were of a pale white colour,) retaining 
their usual size immediately above and below them. The toes and 
metatarsal bones of each foot were similarly affected, and there were 
deep ulcerations of the ossa calcis and ankle joints, one os mala, one 
of the spinous processes of a dorsal vertebra, and one os femur and 
tibia also partook of the disease, and from all that were ulcerated 
there exuded a very fcctid sanies, containing occasionally small pieces 
of bone. 

Previous to this period I had met with but one case of an osteo-sar- 
comatous character, appearing to affect the whole osseous system: 
this was in the first year of my practice as a physician, and occurred 
in the neighbourhood of Chambersburg, in a child of Mr. Samuel 
Nicholson, about one year old. It being a disease entirely new to 
me, I requested the father of the child to obtain the advice of Dr. 
Physick, and I would carry his prescriptions into effect. Dr. Phy- 
sick directed a small portion of the oxymuriate of mercury, in solu¬ 
tion, to be given to the child daily, with a well-regulated diet; but 
upon a fair trial, even with very minute doses, we found that the sto¬ 
mach and intestines of the child would not bear the medicine, it bring¬ 
ing on distressing vomiting and dysenteric symptoms, to an alarm¬ 
ing degree. It was then laid aside, and the child left to the opera¬ 
tion of nature. In a few months the bones of the toes, as well as 
those of the fingers, separated and fell off, the ankle joints were dislo J 
cated, and it sunk under the disease. 

This case, of course, showed no safe precedent by which I could 
be guided in the present one; neither had I ever met with a similar 
one in the course of my reading, (which I must acknowledge has not 
been sufficiently extensive,) that had been relieved by the internal use 
of medicine! It is true, I had met in my own practice, and also found 
in our books, a number of cases of a local nature, generally depending 
on local injury, in which amputation was the only remedy that held 
out a chance of relief; but when tumour after tumour arises in suc- 
sion on various parts of the osseous frame, involving so many bones, 
as in the present case, shall we remain spectators of the ruin of joint 
after joint, and calmly view its inevitable tendency to the destruction 
of the sufferer, without making a powerful effort to arrest its pro¬ 
gress? But, on the contrary, ought we not for that purpose rather 
push to the fullest extent any remedy that holds out the least pros- 
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pect of relief? Here was a constitutional disease, a general affection 
of the whole osseous system, and requiring general internal remedies 
to correct it, and I was left alone to judge of what those remedies 
should consist. 

From the effect of the mercury formerly given in arresting the 
progress of the disease for a time, and the idea I then entertained of 
its substituting its own peculiar action for that of the disease, until a 
more healthy one should be resumed by the system, and the inability 
to bear it for a sufficient length of time to accomplish this purpose, I 
was induced to turn my attention to the selection of a medicine of 
the tonic class, whose action could be kept up, if properly adminis¬ 
tered, to an indefinite length of time; and I accordingly fixed on the 
white oxide of arsenic. With the use of this medicine I had long 
been familiar, in cutaneous affections, chronic rheumatism, scrofulous 
ulcers, and diseases of the intermitting form, and well knew that un¬ 
der proper regulation it could be so administered as to run no risk of 
the constitution being injured by a judicious application of it. The 
preparation I used was a saturated solution, made by boiling any 
quantity of the oxide in common water, in a Florence flask, for fifteen 
or twenty minutes, and after it had subsided, and the solution become 
clear, it was fit for use. I commenced giving it in doses of five drops, 
combined with a little camphorated tincture of opium, three times 
a day; but, least it should not be sufficiently expeditious in its effects, 
I also gave in conjunction with it, for a few weeks, a vinous tincture 
of cinchona, and the red oxide of iron; however, the latter was soon 
laid aside, as being deemed unnecessary, and the arsenic alone de¬ 
pended on. 

After the medicine had been taken about three months, the tumours 
that had not ulcerated ceased to enlarge; and those that were open 
began to close up; and many appeared to be entirely healed; when 
my patient was unfortunately seized with the hooping-cough, attended 
with severe pulmonary affection, which forced me to lay aside my 
medicine, until the new disease should be overcome; a period of near¬ 
ly two month; when I found that all my previous exertions had been 
to little or no purpose, as the ulcers by this time had all opened out 
anew, and my patient nearly as ill as when I first prescribed for her. 
However, I had the satisfaction to know that I possessed a remedy 
at hand sufficiently powerful to controul, if not to eradicate the dis¬ 
ease entirely, and with confidence entered on its use a second time. 
In my calculation, I was not disappointed, but soon found it produc¬ 
ing its former salutary effect. I now gave positive instructions that 
on no account whatever, should it be laid aside; and fortunately no 
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accident occurred to interrupt us in its further use. From this time 
all went on well; no new tumours were found; those already exist¬ 
ing ceased to increase; and the open ulcers often throwing off some 
loose bone, soon healed. In about six months after resuming the 
medicine, the menses made their appearance; the disease seemed to 
be completely overcome, and I considered the cure confirmed; but 
through fear of a return, my patient of her own accord, continued 
long afterwards to take the medicine, which had now become so plea¬ 
sant a stimulant, that she compared its effect on the stomach to that 
produced by a small portion of spirituous liquor. It always gave her 
an appetite for food, in which she was not restricted, but allowed 
whatever was most agreeable; no unpleasant effect whatever occurred 
at any time from its use, but the quantity could never be increased 
beyond five drops, without producing vomiting, and long afterwards, 
on trial, two drops were found to produce the same effect. 

In November, 1819, a large collection of fluid was discovered high 
up in the muscles of the right thigh, which, by pressure, could nearly 
all be forced into the pelvis; no pain attended it; I believed it to be 
produced by an ulcerated state of some inner part of the os ileum, 
and it yielded to blistering, camphorated volatile liniment, and a 
roller. 

The medicine was regularly taken, three times a day, (with the 
exception of the time that the hooping-cough prevailed,) from the 10th 
of June, 1818, to the 1st of November, 1819, and my patient has been 
ever since, as healthy as she or her best friends could wish. 


Art. IX. On the Rhus glabrum as a Remedy for Ptyalism. By 
"William M. Fahnestock, M. D. 

We are not fond of encumbering the materia medica with inert ar¬ 
ticles, nor do we feel ambitious of introducing new remedies, but 
yet it is not proper to reject a new substance without an impartial 
experiment, and particularly when one of gentle operation is propos¬ 
ed as a substitute for those of more irritating qualities. 

The medications in use to check inordinate and protracted saliva¬ 
tion, are all of a highly stimulating, astringent, and often corrosive 
nature, as borax, myrrh, bark, alum, nitric acid, &c. which seldom 
fail to aggravate the sufferings, and create deeper seated irritations. 
Having seen very alarming, and even fatal effects, from salivation 




